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Little is known about soil temperature distributions in southeast Alaska. Soil temperatures measured by Forest Service soil scientists while describing pedons indicate that the cryic soil temperature regime, as defined in Soil Taxonomy (Soil Survey Staff, 1975) , dominates all of southeast Alaska. Some soils at lower elevations and latitudes may be in frigid soil temperature regimes. They have been considered to be of such limited extent, however, that they have been ignored in classifying the soil series of southeast Alaska.
Soils with the common plant communities, ranging from western hemlock (Table 1) near sea level through mountain hemlock to herbaceous alpine, are all in cryic soil temperature regimes. Soil scientists on the Tongass
